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by Kirsten Johnson

Joy is an elusive emotion to capture, but it is hoped this piece gives some glimpse of the "joy
unspeakable and full of glory" referenced in | Peter 1:8-9.

This piece is a toccata for organ, in rondo form, ABACABA. Octatonic scale patterns have
been used along with more conventional harmonies. The opening melody is sent in a
vibrant, 7/8 pattern. The first contrasting section is Baroque in style, with a gigue-like motive
and semiquavers in the right hand alternating between the sense of two or three beats in
the bar. The middle contrasting section is quiet and reflective, inspired by Satie’s
Gymnopédie. The opening effusive melody returns, then the gigue, followed by a conclusive,
joyous, full organ rendition of the theme. A brief Coda on the gigue material brings the piece
to a rousing conclusion.
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